DIOCESE OF
WILMINGTON
CONSOLIDATED COVID–19 GUIDANCE
EFFECTIVE MAY 21, 2021

OVERVIEW
The following guidance replaces all previous COVID-19 safety protocols.
•

Clergy and volunteers are STRONGLY ENCOURAGED, to obtain a COVID-19
vaccination.

•

The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass issued on March 12,
2020 remains in place for the Diocese of Wilmington. Parishes are encouraged to
continue to make Masses available to the faithful through such means as internet
livestream or recording, ensuring that the faithful may maintain a spiritual
connection with their local church.

MASK GUIDANCE
The latest guidance from the CDC states:
Fully vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask or physically
distancing, except where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws,
rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace guidance.
Fully vaccinated means:
2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna
vaccines, or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen
vaccine.
In addition, fully vaccinated people do not need to supply proof of vaccination; parishes
should not ask to see or check vaccination cards.
All priests, and deacons, who are not vaccinated must continue to follow previous mask
guidance in order to comply with state law. They must wear a mask during any public
Mass and may only take it off when speaking. This would include, and is not limited to,
processing and recessing, during the Liturgy of the Word when others are proclaiming
readings, during musical selections, and for distribution of Holy Communion.
Parishes should post signage at entrances indicating that fully vaccinated individuals are
not required to wear masks, but those who are unvaccinated are required to cover their
mouth and nose with a mask.

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Currently the States of Delaware and Maryland do not mandate social distancing. However, fire
marshal approved capacity limits must be observed.
Options to Consider
• Some parishioners may be uneasy about these new guidelines. Therefore, pastors
may designate some seating at Mass where wearing a mask and social distancing is
still required, but this designated area should not comprise more than one-third of
the total seating capacity of the church.
•

Alternatively, pastors may establish special Mass times in which all are required to
wear masks and social distance. Overall, the majority of Masses offered by a parish
and the majority of all seating at any Mass, except for the special Mass described
herein, should be mask-optional and open seating.

HAND WASHING
Previous guidance regarding hand washing remains intact. Parishes are encouraged
to continue the practice of offering hand sanitizer. All present are encouraged to use
hand sanitizer, when it is available.

MASS—GENERAL GUIDELINES
•

All parishes are to resume their pre-pandemic Mass schedule, if they have not
already done so, unless the changes were made for reasons other than COVID–19. If
any parish is unable to do so, immediately contact the Office of the Vicar General.

•

Masses held outside are prohibited.

•

Parishes are encouraged to continue to livestream Masses via social media.

•

Those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to the virus within 10 days
are not permitted to enter the church. Anyone who does not feel well should not
come to church.

•

The practice of taking temperatures prior to entering the church and the use of
plexiglass shields for the distribution of Holy Communion is to cease.

•

The practice of taking reservations in order to attend Mass is to cease.

•

Clergy may greet members of the assembly as they arrive and/or depart from the
church.

•

Pews need not be marked with ropes, tape, or other methods.

•

Missalettes may be returned to the pews.

•

Entrance and recessional processions down the center aisle should be resumed.

•

Lectors may perform their ministry in the usual manner.

•

Lectors who are not vaccinated must continue to follow previous mask guidance in
order to comply with state law.
o If a lector is wearing a mask, during the proclamation of the reading(s),
the lector may remove his/her mask to proclaim the reading but should
return the mask after they conclude the reading.

•

The Procession of the Gifts should resume.

•

The Sign of Peace is to be reinstated without physical contact between non-family
members.

•

Altar servers may be employed with the permission of their parents. Altar servers
who are not vaccinated should wear a mask during Mass in order to comply with
state law.

•

Collection baskets (or any other materials) are not to be passed from one family to
another. Rather stationary baskets that are easy to find or collection baskets with
poles may be used for collecting donations.

•

Ushers who are not vaccinated must also wear a mask while in the church.

• HOLY COMMUNION
o Parishes should return to distributing Holy Communion at the proper time
within Mass.
o The distribution of the Precious Blood to the laity continues to be suspended
until further notice. For those who are gluten intolerant, special arrangements
are to be made with the priest prior to Mass.

o Each Priest and Deacon is to consume the Precious Blood from separate
chalices. (Note that while the Deacon has his own chalice, he must be given his
chalice by the Priest-celebrant; he is not permitted to communicate himself.)
o Ministers of Holy Communion may not deny Communion to those who insist
on receiving on the tongue. Should anyone choose to do so, the Minister of
Communion is encouraged to sanitize his/her hands prior to distributing
Communion to the next individual.

MUSIC
•

Cantors may perform their ministry in the usual manner. It is advised that a cantor
be located away from the assembly as much as possible, for example, in a choir
loft, or at the greatest distance from the faithful as possible.
o Cantors who are not vaccinated must continue to follow previous mask
guidance. If a cantor is wearing a mask, a cantor may remove his/her
mask when he/she is singing but return the mask after he/she concludes
singing.

•

A small group of singers (maximum of ten) may be utilized by a parish only if
proper physical distancing is able to be maintained. They, too, should be located
away from the assembly as much as possible, for example, in a choir loft, or at the
greatest distance from the faithful as possible.

•

Full choirs should not rehearse or sing until further notice.

FUNERALS
Funerals are to be celebrated in the usual manner prior to COVID-19.
Wakes, viewings, and visitations may take place in the church at the pastor’s discretion.
Words of remembrance, or eulogies, may also be permitted at the pastor’s discretion
while following previous guidance of only one eulogy with a five-minute time limit.

MATRIMONY
Weddings are to be celebrated in the usual manner prior to COVID-19.

BAPTISM
Baptisms are to be celebrated in the usual manner prior to COVID-19.

SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is to be made available on a regular basis, resuming a
parish’s pre-pandemic schedule and not solely by appointment. The use of confessionals
and reconciliation rooms may resume, keeping in mind proper sanitation.

ANOINTING

OF THE

SICK

The Sacrament of the Sick should be celebrated as it was prior to COVID-19.
•
•

Mindful of the restrictions at hospitals and other facilities, the priest should
adhere to that facility’s policies, including the use of provided PPE.
Wash hands or use hand sanitizer upon entering and exiting the home;

For Those Suffering from COVID–19
• Taking into consideration the personal risk assumed to yourself and others and
also your ability to wear the recommended PPE, the anointing of a COVID–19
patient is permissible for priests under the age of 60 in good health. A
recommended abbreviated Rite of Anointing the Sick along with other
considerations in such cases is presented by the Thomistic Institute, found online
here under Guidelines for Anointing: https://thomisticinstitute.org/covid-19-andsacraments

HOME VISITS

BY

EMHC

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion may resume home visits. Because of the
vulnerable nature of the sick and elderly, it is strongly encouraged that those doing home
visits be fully vaccinated. If not, the EMHC must wear a mask while ministering, practice
social distancing, and limit visits to 15 minutes.

GATHERINGS
In-person gatherings of parish-sponsored ministries and groups are permitted to take
place on the parish campus and at third party venues that are allowing such gatherings.
In Delaware, events over 250 people indoors and outdoors still require plan approval from
the Department of Public Health to ensure compliance with basic precautions to prevent
spread of COVID–19. In Maryland, there is currently no specific limitation on gathering
size; rather, the State Order provides there must be adequate space to allow for social
distancing and ensuring other COVID mitigation measures are in place.

Carnivals, Festivals, Bingos, Roast, Banquets, Feeds and Other Related Activities
Many parishes have inquired as to the resumption of social gatherings, such as those
noted above. While the issuance of permits to allow such activities has resumed, the
Diocese encourages each location to carefully discern if moving forward with such events
is truly in the best interest of the parish or parish community. Should a parish elect to
proceed with such a large gathering event, the following requirements must be met:
• All necessary permits and licenses required by the State, County and local
authorities must be secured. It is the location’s responsibility to thoroughly
investigate those permits and licenses which are required by the venue, dependent
on the nature of the event.

HOLY WATER
Parishes are encouraged to resume use of Holy Water fonts. Hand sanitizer should be
available in close proximity to the fonts to permit cleansing of the hands. Fonts are to be
cleaned regularly, following proper protocols for handling of Holy Water, to ensure the
cleanliness of the font.
With respect to automatic holy water dispensers, parishes are discouraged from installing
these units. There is a general concern as to the perception of dispensing water that has
been blessed from a machine.

SANITIZATION
The CDC has recently released revised cleaning and sanitization guidelines for facilities.
More information can be found here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html

