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The Speaker: Fr. Augustine Thompson, O.P. is Professor of History at the Dominican School of 
Philosophy and Theology and member of the Core Doctoral Faculty of the Graduate Theological 
Union, Berkeley CA. He holds a PhD in medieval history from UC Berkeley, and was Professor 
of Religious Studies and History at the University of Virginia. His books and publications focus 
on medieval Italy and medieval religious history.  His best-selling and highly readable Francis of 
Assisi: A New Biography (Cornell Univ. Press, 2012) has been highly acclaimed by scholars: 
“history-writing at its modern best” (American Book Review); “an excellent book for lay readers 
and professional historians alike, … elegant … highly accessible … learned. Thompson's talents 
as a historian are evident.” (The Historian) 
 
 
St. Francis of Assisi is one of the most popular and beloved saints in history. Known for his 
love of nature and of the poor, he became a symbol for many causes. When Paul Sabatier 
published the first modern biography of St. Francis in 1893, it triggered 100 years of 
contentious and often fierce debate about texts, interpretation, and historical method, as 
well as intensive new scholarly research. By the 1980s many new sources had been 
discovered, but nearly all scholars had come to the conclusion that the “historical St. 
Francis” would always be hidden. In his groundbreaking work, Fr. Thompson showed that 
much about the real man behind the legends can be discovered, if not perfectly, with a high 
degree of certainty.   
 
 
Sponsored by the Society of Catholic Scholars of Delaware, the UD Department of History, the 
St. Thomas More Society of the Dioc. of Wilmington, UD Catholic Campus Ministry.  


