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See www.cdow.org/solidarity.html for more information on the Solidarity Partnership. 

In this issue:  Reflections from the June delegation to San Marcos and a listing of recent works 
of solidarity. 

Thoughts from Fr. John Hynes, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena, Wilmington, and chair of 
Solidarity Committee. 
 
Five of us have just returned from a visit to our sister diocese of San Marcos.  It makes me think of 
what is in a seed. 
 
The Gospel speaks of a single seed, and then of a hundred times that in the harvest.  Such power 
within a seed ---but unrealizable without good earth, or a sower, someone to cultivate.  Maybe we in 
the USA are like that seed grown to 100 – fold, and so many in Guatemala like the seed sown 
among thorns or rocky ground.  Maybe this is why we looked with such emotion on so many of the 
children in the classrooms we visited…they are  those seeds, longing to grow…that can only be the 
reason that desperate parents there and in other Central American countries send their precious 
children to our border. 
 
Yet the seed is more than the potentials of the body and mind, for work and for education.  It 
represents the Kingdom of Heaven, already present in this world.  That seed does spring up in San 
Marcos and bear good fruits of faith, hope, justice, patience and love.    That’s why we go to witness 
a harvest that inspires us to a deeper, more active faith.  We want to help, but we know we are 
simply giving a little and in return receiving much. 

Photo above:  little girls in El Rodeo. 
 
Photo left:  Left to right:  driver Oscar, Alexandra Lehr-
Maunder, Susan Phillips, Fr. John Hynes, Bishop 
Ramazzini, Spring Davidson, Fr. Cesar Gomez.  Bishop 
Ramazzini was previously bishop of San Marcos. 
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Blessed Moments by Susan Phillips, Christ the Teacher, Newark. 

One of the many “blessed moments” on my nine-day journey to Guatemala was a visit with two families, 
both of Diocesan scholarship recipients.  On a picture perfect sunny day, we traveled a very rocky 
mountainous path of a coffee finca to the homes of a mother of 
five children and a grandmother raising three granddaughters by 
herself.  We were joyfully welcomed into their lives and homes.  
Although our time there was brief, my own personal experience of 
being with these women and their families truly touched my heart.  
The daily lives of most Guatemalans are not easy yet these 
families seemed happy, thankful, and faith filled.  Our group 

listened attentively as these 
children, scholarship 
recipients, read aloud their 
own personal thank you 
letters for the funds sent to them from the people of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton Parish.  They wrote about their hopes, dreams, 
families, and their faith in God in a very sincere moving manner.  
Watching the expressions on the faces of their mother and 
grandmother as they listened to the children’s words of gratitude, I 
truly felt the presence of God.  To know that the lives of these 
children were being changed for the better by people thousands of 

miles away, and seeing the appreciation on their faces and in the expressions of their mother and 
grandmother was an experience that will always remain 
with me.  Here families, visitors, benefactors, faith, love, 
and gratitude all came together in a blessed moment on a 
beautiful sunny morning on a coffee finca in the 
mountains of Guatemala.  And I could not be more 
thankful for that moment. 

 

Pictures clockwise from top right:  Scholarship recipients 
Claudia and Lucia; delegates Alexandra Lehr-Maunder, 
Susan Phillips, and Fr. John Hynes with finca residents; 
Fr. John Hynes with children of  Aldea St. Ana; 
scholarship recipients Diary, Ruby, and Julio. 
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The New Evangelization is Alive and Well and Living in Guatemala by Spring Davidson,   
Resurrection Parish, Wilmington, and Director of Jesus House Prayer and Renewal Center 

 
It is hard to describe the experience of faith which I encountered in Guatemala except to call it an 
experience of abundant faith.  The presence of God was like a steady stream in which we were all 
immersed.  Life in Guatemala is lived in the constant swirl of His Spirit – at every moment He is 
discernibly THERE.  
 
I was able to move peacefully through each day without struggling to complete my own personal 
agenda.  I cannot tell you how unusual that is for me.  I am a planner and my days are filled with the 
tensions and stress necessary to make sure that plans turns in to reality.  But there, I found I was able to 
let go of “self” and go with flow of the presence of God.  How freeing!  How delightful.  It was what 
Scripture calls “the peace that surpasses human understanding.” I 
was able to “be.”  I was able to listen attentively to the stories of 
the people. They did not need me to “do” anything for them.  
They just needed me to “be.”   
 
My time was spent visiting families in their homes, children in 
their schools and officials throughout the diocese.  I visited 
everyone – from every walk of life – and there was never a time 
when I was made to feel uncomfortable or out of place.  Poor or 
wealthy, farmer or Bishop – each one made me feel as if I were and had 
always been - their trusted friend.  They opened their hearts as well as 
their homes and were genuinely delighted to share the little they had.  
Once back home I became painfully aware that I have only been giving God my obligatory 5 or 10 
minutes of left over time – and certainly not the “first fruits” offering which I witnessed in Guatemala.   
 
I never noticed the poverty when I was there.  How could I when 
these people seemed to me to be the richest people in the world?  
Rich in faith, rich in love, rich in hospitality and generosity and - 
most of all - rich in joy. It was only when I returned home and was 

showing my pictures to a friend who 
remarked so frequently about the great 
poverty portrayed in the photos, that I 
realized I had been in a developing 
country.  It was only then that my eyes 
were opened and I realized that we - 
the well-financed, well-fed, the well-cared-
for - would look upon their possessions, or 
lack thereof, and call it poverty. 
 
They had something else too – they had a daily, lived and shared 

experience of “church” like nothing I had ever seen before.  There were so few 
priests that lay involvement was not optional.  It was a necessity.  The people of 
Guatemala take their role in the church as seriously, if not more so, than their 

roles as husbands, wives, fathers and mothers. They preach, they teach, they lead prayer and praise with 
a comfortable authority and conviction.   I found there a living and vibrant model of what I had always 
dreamed “church” could be.  I thought I was called to Guatemala to DO something for the people.  But 
I was called there, instead, to RECEIVE something from them.  And the gift I took back was the 

Franciscans’ convent senior center. 

Corpus Christi procession in El Rodeo. 

Chapel in Huehuetenango. 
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“present” of living in the present - of listening and remaining open and docile to the promptings of 
God.  I pray that my transition from a “human-DO-ing” to a “human BE-ing” has begun.  
 
And I discovered something else:  A hands-on, up-close-and-personal look at the New Evangelization 
in a living, breathing, active Catholic Community.  Now I know what all the “hype” is about and I 
want in!  It seems the New Evangelization is alive and well – and it calls all who have ears to hear – to 
Guatemala! 
 
Spring is looking for donations for an ultrasound machine for the Franciscan sisters who serve and work with the people of Guatemala in San Pablo.  If 
you think you can help, please call Spring at the Jesus House Prayer and Renewal Center at 302-998-6859 

Memories of Guatemala by Alexandra Lehr-Maunder, Christ the Teacher, Newark 
 
Guatemala City and the Mary knoll House, Sister Silvia and Brother Marty, intense blue and red Mayan 
textiles, a beautiful garden, an oasis in the capital city…Mountain roads with views of Maya farmers on 
steep slopes working their fields of corn, goats and cows grazing along 
the roads… An afternoon and evening with the bishop, Monsignor 
Ramazzini, in Huehuehtenango in the Highlands… An evening spent 

with the Clares and a visit to 
their historic chapel. 
Winding down mountain 
roads again and traveling to 
San Pablo in the diocese of 
San Marcos… Staying with 
the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Assumption and meeting Sor Irene, Sor Da Nasey, and Sor 
Marcellia and learning about their 
clinic.  Some patients travel 8 hours to 

reach the clinic… Meeting Father Guadalupe, Father Delfino, and Father 
Silverio, and visiting their parishes and the schools their young parishioners 
attend… Meeting health care promoters trained by Maryknoll sisters and doctors 
Jane and Mary Lou… Walking in the Corpus Christi procession… Talking with 

the community advocate who demonstrates a 
new outdoor stove which uses only two 
pieces of firewood instead of a large bundle… Seeing the devastation 
from earthquakes in Sana Ana, San Marcos (the capital of the 
“department” and the diocese), and Caterina… Learning about the 
death of Bishop Gerhardi after the publication of three volumes 
documenting deaths during the thirty-six year Civil War.. Drinking 
starfruit juice and learning about water filters… Learning from Fr. 
John and Fr. Cesar… So many memories of our time in 
Guatemala… 

Pictures clockwise from top:  Franciscan sisters; Padre Cesar with students of Aldea St Ana; Padre Silverio of El Rodeo; third grade students at Aldea St. 
Ana with delegates Frs. John Hynes and Cesar Gomez. 


