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Coming soon: 
Information on future transforming encounters: 
Hear the stories and share prayer with some of our sisters and 

brothers in Guatemala.   
Each at 10 am 

 

See www.cdow.org/solidarity.html  
for more information on the Solidarity 

Partnership. 
 
 
 
If you have a comment or question 
about this newsletter, please email 
Pat.Sormani@gmail.com 

This issue:  Read more from the February delegation from Wilmington to San Marcos and about the visit to 
Delaware in March by a delegation from San Marcos and see photos from each delegation. 

Next time: meet the June 
delegation from Wilmginton to 
San Maros and read about their 
experiences (see picture at right). 
 
 
 
Below, left and right: Pictures of 
new young friends from 
February delegation.  Below 
center: Fr. Fidel with Fr. Roger 
DiBuo and Br. Chris Posch 
during the March visit of the San 
Marcos delegation. 
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My reflections on Guatemala 
by Cathi Duffy  

 
It has been several weeks since my trip to Guatemala 
and I have had some time to reflect on this amazing 
adventure. A lot has been accomplished in less than a 
year’s time. It is an astounding feat! 
  
The journey for the Seton San Marcos committee 
began on April 25, 2010 (the feast of Saint Mark), 
when Fr. Chris Posch and Sr. Bernarda came to speak 
at all of our Masses. Four women: Pam Lidowski, 
Marie McFarlin, Shirley Ross and myself met with Fr. 
Chris and Mary Jo Frohlich to learn more about the 
needs of the people and how we could help them. At 
the conclusion of this meeting, we met with Fr. Roger 
to request permission to reform the committee. He 
gave it and after a presentation to our Parish Council, 
the San Marcos committee began working earnestly, 
focusing on providing medical supplies to the people 
and educational scholarships to the children of our 
finca, Nueva Buena Vista. 
  
We were blessed to have so many women join us in 
this endeavor. Each of our ten members carry unique 
gifts that together make up a remarkable group. It has 
been through the support of our founding four 
members and Joan Burlew, Barbara Mistretta, Aixa 
Plummer, Ellen Ross, Barb Yotter and Barbara 
Zelenak that we secured both the medical supplies and 
scholarship funds in record time! A special thank you 
also goes out to the parishioners of Seton for their 
wonderful generosity.  

Reflections by Barb Yotter 
 
The Town of Antigua 
Antigua was a delightful place to visit. The cobblestone 
streets and ancient buildings were a reminder of the 
history of the city. Even though the town was destroyed 
by an earthquake, the vitality of the city was able to 
shine through. The people of Guatemala and their 
wonderful spirit are able to bring this ancient city back 
to life with the bustling restaurants and beautiful craft 
market. 
 
Maryknoll House: Guatemala City 
I found the Maryknoll House to be a serene place to 
stay. Sister Sylvia and the other residents made me feel 
most welcome. The beauty of the garden and the 
tranquility of the library were indeed ideal places to 
pray.  

From February 14 -21, a delegation from Wilmington composed of members of St. Elizabeth Anne Seton parish visited San 
Marcos.  The April 2011 newsletter featured stories and pictures from that delegation.  Below are some additional 
reflections and pictures. 

Photos this page of Guatemalan children met by February 
delegation. 
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Priest and Teacher from San Marcos Visit 
the Wilmington Diocese 

by Brother Christopher Posch, ofm 
 

Fr. Fidel Miranda Velázquez, pastor of San Pablo, and 
Rafael Esquivel Valente, music teacher at Fe y Alegria 
and Cristo Salvador School, engaged in a whirlwind 
tour of the Wilmington Diocese.  From March 19 
through 27, they visited 9 parishes and 10 Catholic 
Schools!  At the conclusion of the delegation, Fr. Fidel 
joyfully joked, “I may know the Wilmington Diocese 
better than many of its priests do!” 
  
Fr. Fidel said that he particularly enjoyed meeting with 
Bishop Malooly and all of the interested parishioners, 
students, priests, and teachers. 

 
At St. John the Apostle, Milford 
Fr. Fidel said that he enjoyed the bi-lingual mass with 
pastor, Msgr. George Brubaker and the nice soup supper 
with parishioners.  Fr. Fidel was particularly moved to 
tears because it was the first time that he saw in the 
United States some of his own paisanos from 
Guatemala.   
  

 
Msgr. George Brubaker with Fr. Fidel. 
 

Fr. Fidel expressed affection to his Guatemalan 
paisanos and encouraged them to stay rooted in the 
faith.   Fr. Fidel also expressed affection to the  
“Americans” who have graciously welcomed the 
immigrants. 
 
While presenting digital displays of his village and 
parish of San Pablo, Fr. Fidel, strumming his guitar, 
led the children in songs and an improvised parade 
(see picture below).  Long time parishioner Carole 
Frick said, “It was wonderful having Fr. Fidel at St. 
John’s.  We are hoping to have a Sharing Circle 
sometime this Spring.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At St. Mary of the Assumption, Hockessin 
 
Rafael told stories of his childhood.  He was the only 
one of his ten siblings that received a degree.  Rafael 
worked hard to realize his dreams.  As a child, he 
went to night school and worked during the day 
washing cars. 
 
Rafael said that he particularly enjoyed the bi-lingual 
prayer and music provided by parishioners Kathy, 
Mike, and Fred, proclaiming that “somos el cuerpo de 
cristo! We are the body of Christ!” 
 
As Rafael and Fr. Fidel responded to questions, it was 
clear that the participants are interested in learning 
about a girls’ orphanage in San Pablo.  Parishioner 
Susan Booker wrote to Fr. Fidel, Rafael, and 
participants, stating, “A sincere thanks to you…  The 
orphanage sounds like a wonderful project and one 
that I think the St. Mary’s community will embrace.  I 
look forward to working together on this project.” 
 
Fr. Roger DiBuo, Pastor, St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, says that he was inspired by the passion and 
commitment of the clergy and lay leaders from San 
Marcos.  For example, Fr. Fidel is the only priest in a 
huge parish that has 48 communities.  Most 

Fr. Fidel with group in Milford. 
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This newsletter is published quarterly, with input from members of the Solidarity Committee in Wilmington, members of previous delegations, or other 
interested parties.  If you would like to contribute, please email Pat.Sormani@gmail.com or Brother Chris Posch at chrisposch2@aol.com.  

communities celebrate a monthly mass.  However, the remote ones that are three hours away from the main church 
celebrate mass every three months.  But the dedicated lay leaders and catechists conduct weekly worship in the 
absence of a priests in small chapels, humble homes, or outdoors in the mountainous fields. 
  
Fr. Roger offered hospitality to guest visitor Fr. Fidel, who received Fr. Roger and his parishioners so well in San 
Marcos last February.  Fr Roger recalled taking a six-hour ride with Fr. Fidel and six Seton parishioners last 
February in Guatemala.  There was no room for everyone in car, so Fr. Roger and delegate Cathi Duffy, a liturgy 
team member, squeezed into a tiny box in the back of the car for the entire six-hour journey.  After it was over, Fr. 
Roger joked to Fr. Fidel, “now you can marry us!” 

Pictures top row: 
Left: Fr. Fidel and Raphael 
reunited with SEAS members of 
Feb. Delegation. Right: Fr. 
Fidel with Mary Bundy and 
Guatemalan family in Milford. 
Pictures bottom row: 
Left: Raphael with students at 
St. Ann School.  Right: 
Raphael speaking to the student 
body at St. Ann. 

Left: Card from student in 
San Marcos show the 
blossoming friendship 
between students at St. Ann 
and students in San Marcos. 


